 Application for Genomics Primary Care Advisory Group Member 
Closing date: Thursday 12th September 2019
Primary Care – Genomics for GPs Initiative
CheckUP is providing a health consumer representative with a unique opportunity to participate on an Advisory Group for the Primary Care – Genomics for GPs Initiative (the Initiative). 

CheckUP is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to better health for people and communities who need it most. 

CheckUP (www.checkup.org.au) has been funded by Queensland Genomics to undertake a Primary Care – Genomics for GPs Initiative. The overall aim of the Initiative to is ensure the General Practice workforce can incorporate genomics into everyday healthcare by confidently and accurately using genomic information in clinical decision making. CheckUP will work in partnership with Queensland Genomics, Queensland Primary Healthcare Network’s, The Royal Australian College of General Practitioners (RACGP) and a Genomics Primary Care Advisory Group to develop a GP engagement strategy, develop RACGP accredited education modules and deliver 6 workshops across Queensland that specifically target General Practitioners. Having a consumer involved in this process will be an integral role to inform and input into this initiative. 
Consumers accessing genetic testing themselves online or via research studies or specialist services is becoming increasingly common.  Primary care will be the first port of call for people who have received results concerning themselves or their relatives. Improvements in genomics education are needed to prepare primary care providers for the impact of ongoing rapid advances in genomics.

What is Genomics 
Genomics studies the unique genetic make-up of individuals and is set to revolutionise healthcare. It will lead to better prevention, prediction and diagnosis of disease, and improved treatment, management and cures. Genomics is an important emerging field in medicine that have increasing relevance and impact in general practice. Genomics plays a role in many conditions seen in primary care everyday including rare diseases and chronic conditions such as cancer and diabetes.

Purpose
The key purpose of the Genomics Primary Care Advisory Group is to provide advice on the implementation of the GP engagement strategy and the content of the education modules.

The Advisory Group will:

1. Provide advice and feedback on the education modules developed for GPs.
2. Provide advice on the roll-out of the GP training workshops. 
3. Review and provide feedback on the GP Engagement Strategy.
4. Put forward ideas and proposals to further support the integration of Genomics in General Practice in the future. 
5. Provide advice to Queensland Genomics Project Steering Group as required.
Membership of the Advisory Group will include representation from:
· Queensland Genomics
· CheckUP
· General Practice
· Consumer Representative– Provided by Health Consumers Queensland
· Relevant Primary Health Networks
· Relevant Divisions of General Practice
· Other representatives as determined by Queensland Genomics

Role of the consumer
The consumer representative on the Genomics Primary Care Advisory Group have the key role of adding the consumer/patient perspective to the project. It is important that GPs have an understanding of genomics from a patient perspective so that genomic information is appropriately used in clinical decision making, that informs the consumer.
The successful applicant is required to attend all Advisory Group meetings and to actively participate in all activities such as pre-meeting reading, discussions, provision of feedback and advice. 
Who is it for?
This opportunity would suit a consumer representative with at least 6 months’ committee experience, either at the Hospital and Health Service, or Statewide level. An understanding of genomics would be ideal for the consumer representative. However, a consumer with an interest would also be suitable as CheckUP will ensure consumers receive the appropriate support to feel confident contributing to the project. 
Time and location 
Advisory Group members are asked to attend/participate in up to three meetings which will be held quarterly. The first meeting will take place in late September 2019 (date to be confirmed) with additional meeting dates to be scheduled. Advisory Group meetings will be held at CheckUP, Level 2/36, Russell Street, South Brisbane. A face to face meeting opportunity is available and travel costs will be covered for consumers who are based outside Brisbane. However, there is also an option to dial in via teleconference, if preferred.  

Remuneration and Support
Consumer representatives will be remunerated at $187.50 per meeting which includes pre-reading, travel time, expenses, and parking as well as travel costs. Morning/afternoon tea or lunch will be provided at the meetings. 
Successful applicants will be given a background briefing via phone prior to the first meeting and will be supported by the CheckUP Business Coordinator should they require additional information and/or support to link with other group members. 
How to apply
Please complete this consumer application form and return to consumer@hcq.org.au by Thursday 12th September 2019.
For assistance please contact Health Consumers Queensland via consumer@hcq.org.au or by phone on 07 3012 9090.
For queries relating to the Genomics Primary Care Advisory Group please call Sabrina Kerr, Business Coordinator Tuesday- Wednesday on 07 3105 8309 or sabrinakerr@checkup.org.au.



Consumer Application Form
Genomics Primary Care Advisory Group Consumer Representation
Full name:
Preferred phone number:
Email: 
Postal address:
Postcode:

· By completing this application, I consent for my details to be added to the Health Consumers Queensland network database YES | NO
· I would like to receive email updates from Health Consumers Queensland YES | NO
· Are you happy for Health Consumers Queensland to share this form with CheckUp as part of the process for this application?    YES | NO    
· Would you like us to retain this application for future vacancies? (Applications not retained are destroyed once the application process is complete.)    YES | NO    
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Please highlight any group you identify as being a part of:
· 
· Living with a disability/chronic condition
· Caring for someone with a disability
· Physically isolated or transport disadvantaged
· Culturally or linguistically diverse
· From a non-English speaking background


Do you identify as: Aboriginal | Torres Strait Islander | Both | Prefer not to state
Are you a: Consumer | Carer

Age range:         16-24     25-29     30-39     40-49     50-59      60-69     70+

Please describe any support you need to take part in this activity (examples include support person, hearing loop, dietary requirements)


Your responses to the following questions only need to be a brief sentence or two
· Please describe your experience as a health consumer representative including committees, focus groups, surveys, governance roles, etc. 
Tip: Past consumer representative positions that have similar requirements to the opportunity you’re expressing interest in. Give an indication of how long each position was for, and any relevant highlights. 







· Please describe any connections you have to your community (e.g. networks, groups) Tip: Think about how this relates to the role you’re applying for. 













· Please describe your interest in Genomics? 
Tip: Although this section usually requires the longest response, try to keep it concise. Things to consider focusing on here include:
· any past lived experience that shows your understanding of the topic, or
· your understanding of the social/health/economic implications of the topic/condition, or
· Any systems change that you have identified that will improve care for health consumers, and possible strategies you could share to affect that change.  
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